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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities 
are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers. A 
Mother's Room (the Blumen Room) is available during the service if you need a space to feed 
or calm a little one. The Blumen Room is a private space set with comfortable chairs and a 
changing station to the north of the sanctuary, and down the hall to the right. 

Connection Points

If you are a visitor, regular attender or member, we would love the chance to connect with 
you outside of Sunday mornings! Use the QR code below to receive more information about 
community groups and other ministries, as well as to communicate changes to your personal 
information. 

Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. The Weekly Update is our 
email newsletter and the primary way we communicate announcements, information about 
church life, and details about upcoming events. Your Prayer Requests matter to us! If there is 
any way that we can pray for you, we would love the opportunity to join you in lifting your needs 
before the Lord.  Use the QR code below or email church@mercydallas.com to connect with us!
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
August 4, 2024         

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 146:1-10

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Put not your trust in princes,
   in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
   on that very day his plans perish.

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
   whose hope is in the Lord his God,
who made heaven and earth,
   the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
   who executes justice for the oppressed,
   who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;

   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
   the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord watches over the sojourners;
   he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 2



The Lord will reign forever,
   your God, O Zion, to all generations.

Praise the Lord!

HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

For the Beauty of the Earth
Words by Folliott Pierpoint | Music by Conrad Kocher | Public Domain

 
For the beauty of the earth,
For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies.
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.
 
For the wonder of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light.
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.
 
For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild.
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.
 
For the church, that evermore
Lifteth holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore
Her pure sacrifice of love.
Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.

3



DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

from Valley of Vision, “The Convicting Spirit"

THOU BLESSED SPIRIT, AUTHOR OF ALL GRACE AND COMFORT, 
Come, work repentance in my soul; Represent sin to me in its odious 
colours that I may hate it; Melt my heart by the majesty and mercy of God; 
Show me my ruined self and the help there is in him; Teach me to behold 
my Creator, his ability to save, his arms outstretched, his heart big for me. 
 
May I confide in his power and love, commit my soul to him without 
reserve, bear his image, observe his laws, pursue his service, and be 
through time and eternity a monument to the efficacy of his grace, a 
trophy of his victory. Make me willing to be saved in his way, perceiving 
nothing in myself but all in Jesus, in whose name we pray, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Romans 8:1-2

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 
from the law of sin and death.
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

How Firm a Foundation
Words by R. Keene | Traditional Melody | Public Domain

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.
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CONFESSION OF FAITH | John Calvin's Catechism, 1560 | Q&A 46 + 47

Why do you call Him the only Son of God, seeing that God calls us all His 
children?

We are children of God not by nature, but only by adoption and by 
grace, in that God wills to regard us as such. But the Lord Jesus who was 
begotten of the substance of His Father, and is of one essence with Him, 
is rightly called the only Son of God for there is no other who is God’s Son 
by nature.

You mean to say, then, that this honour is proper to Him alone, and belongs 
to Him by nature, but is communicated to us through a gracious gift, in that 
we are His numbers.

That is so. Hence in regard to this communication He is called elsewhere 
“the First-born among many brethren”.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Phil & Winsor Vanderhill

THE LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

The Christian’s Hope Can Never Fail
Anonymous from The Gadsby Hymnal, 1838 | Music by Benj Pocta | Red Mountain Music 

©2006

We travel through a barren land,
With dangers thick on every hand;
But Jesus guides us through the vale;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

Huge sorrows meet us as we go,
And devils aim to overthrow;
But vile infernals can’t prevail;
O, The Christian’s hope shall never fail.

Sometimes we’re tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then His care;
Though numerous foes our souls assail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

We trust upon the sacred word,
The oath and promise of the Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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SCRIPTURE READING | Revelation 1:1-20  | Elizabeth Cunningham

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants 

the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his 

angel to his servant John, 2who bore witness to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3Blessed is the one who 

reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, 

and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 4John to the seven 

churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 

and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ 

the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made 

us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every 

eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 

wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty.”

9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and 

the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos 

on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10I was in the 

Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 

11saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 

Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and 

to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

8



12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son 

of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 

The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like 

a flame of fire, 15his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and 

his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16In his right hand he held seven 

stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like 

the sun shining in full strength.

17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand 

on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, 

and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

19Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that 

are to take place after this. 20As for the mystery of the seven stars that you 

saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are 

the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven 

churches.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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SERMON |  Rev. Doug Tharp | Revelation: A Picturebook of Perseverance

SERMON NOTES
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OFFERTORY  | Joyfully giving His tithes and our offerings in response to His grace

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  |  The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. While 
we are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under your table, we 
nonetheless come, gracious Lord, because we have been bought with a 
price. So we give thanks for our savior and shepherd Jesus Christ, who by 
his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE

Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS 
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. 
We invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Satisfied
Words by Clara T. Williams | Music by Karl Digerness | Cardiphonia Music ©2012

All my life long I had panted
For a drink from some cool spring
That I hoped would quench the burning
Of the thirst I felt within

Hallelujah! He has found me,
The One my soul so long has craved
Jesus satisfies all my longings,
Through his blood I now am saved.

Feeding on the filth around me
‘Till my strength was almost gone.
Longed my soul for something better
Only still to hunger on

Hallelujah! He has found me,
The One my soul so long has craved
Jesus satisfies all my longings,
Through his blood I now am saved.

Well of water ever springing,
Bread of Life so rich and free.
Untold wealth that never faileth,
My Redeemer is to me.

Hallelujah! He has found me,
The One my soul so long has craved
Jesus satisfies all my longings,
Through his blood I now am saved. 
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

How Great Thou Art
Written by Carl Gustav Boberg | Translated by Stuart K. Hine | Swedish Folk Melody | Stuart K. Hine Trust 

©2014

O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hands hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin;

Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!"



GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.   

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Hebrews 13:20-21

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children's Ministry
This summer, we still need weekly volunteers in both the nursery and toddler rooms. If you are 

interested in getting your family plugged in to this ministry, contact Emily Freeman (emily@

mercydallas.com)! Children's Church will meet every 2nd and 4th Sunday during the summer.

Youth Ministry
Youth Group will meet once a month this summer for Wednesday devo nights from 6-7:30pm, led 

by Nate and Cecile Foster. Guys will meet at the Foster's home (634 Scottsdale Dr., Richardson)

and girls will meet at the Morgan's home (7051 Teakwood Dr., Dallas) from 6-7:30pm. Our last 

meeting will be on August 14th. Use the registration link in the Weekly Email to let us know you're 

coming! Questions? Email youth@mercydallas.com!

Building Update 
We are the inspection phase; please, pray for good reports on all major systems. Pray also for full 

Mercy family participation in our capital campaign. We are currently at 60%!



CALENDAR

Sunday, August 4
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | The Boardroom

Sunday, August 11
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | The Boardroom
During Church
Children's Church | Room 207

Tuesday, August 13
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli 

Wednesday, August 14
6 - 7:30pm
Youth Group Girls | The Morgan's Home
Youth Group Guys | The Foster's Home  

Sunday, August 18
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | The Boardroom

Sunday, August 25
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | The Boardroom
During Church
Children's Church | Room 207

Tuesday, August 27
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli 

Sunday, September 1
NO Communicant Class

Sunday, September 8
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Learning Center

Sunday, September 15
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | The Boardroom

18



19 
 



FINANCIAL UPDATE AND GIVING

Giving

If you have questions about giving, expenses or budget at Mercy, or would like more information, 
contact Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallascom). 

If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can:

• Mail a check to: Mercy Presbyterian Church, 6930 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary.

• Give by scanning the QR code:

2023/2024 Budget       
               
July 1, 2023 - May 31, 2024 Expenses
        
July 1, 2023 - May 31, 2024 Giving 
            
Variance 

$655,000

$517,213

$503,702
                   
($13,511)
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Nate and Cecile Foster
Sevee Alaniz
Lilly Edwards

SESSION  |  church@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp
Eric Clay
Jeff Dawson
Clark Morgan
Tim Thomason

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


