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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities 
are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers. A 
Mother's Room (the Blumen Room) is available during the service if you need a space to feed 
or calm a little one. The Blumen Room is a private space set with comfortable chairs and a 
changing station to the north of the sanctuary, and down the hall to the right. 

Connection Points

If you are a visitor, regular attender or member, we would love the chance to connect with 
you outside of Sunday mornings! Use the QR code below to receive more information about 
community groups and other ministries, as well as to communicate changes to your personal 
information. 

Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. The Weekly Update is our 
email newsletter and the primary way we communicate announcements, information about 
church life, and details about upcoming events. Your Prayer Requests matter to us! If there is 
any way that we can pray for you, we would love the opportunity to join you in lifting your needs 
before the Lord.  Use the QR code below or email church@mercydallas.com to connect with us!
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
May 5, 2024         

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 66:1-5

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
    sing the glory of his name;
    give to him glorious praise!

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
    So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.

All the earth worships you
    and sings praises to you;
    they sing praises to your name.”

Come and see what God has done:
    he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name  
Words by Edward Perronet & John Rippon | Music by Oliver Holden | Public Domain 

 
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!  
Let angels prostrate fall;  
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all.  
Bring forth the royal diadem,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
 
Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race,  
Ye ransomed from the fall,  
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
 
Let every kindred, every tribe  
On this terrestrial ball  
To Him all majesty ascribe,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
To Him all majesty ascribe,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
 
O that with yonder sacred throng  
We at His feet may fall. 
We’ll join the everlasting song,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
We’ll join the everlasting song,  
And crown Him Lord of all.  
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DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

The Worship Sourcebook

O gracious and gentle and condescending God, God of peace, Father of
mercy, God of all comfort: we confess before you the evil of our hearts;
we acknowledge that we are too inclined toward anger, jealousy, and
revenge, to ambition and pride, which often give rise to discord and bitter
feelings between others and us. Too often have we thus both offended and
grieved you, O long-suffering Father. Forgive us this sin and permit us to
partake of the blessing you have promised the peacemakers, who shall be
called the children of God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

John 16:33

"... I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

We Are Not Overcome 
Words and Music by Isaac Wardell & Robert Heiskell | Bifrost Arts ©2012 

  
Flesh will fail and bones will break 
Thieves will steal the earth will shake 
Night will fall light will fade 
The Lord will give and take away 

Put no trust in the earth 
In the sod you stand upon 
Flowers fade into dust 
The Lord will make a place for us
 
Because of His great Love  
We are not overcome 
Because of His great Love  
We are not overcome 
 
Have no fear for your life 
Turn your cheek turn your cheek 
Bear the yoke love and death 
The Lord will give all life and breath
 
Because of His great Love  
We are not overcome 
Because of His great Love  
We are not overcome 
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BAPTISM | Parental & Congregational Vows

Rhoads Michael Patch

Parental Vows 

Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the 

renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? 

Do you claim God’s covenant promises in his behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord 

Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for your own? 

Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon 

divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 

pray with and for him, that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 

you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord?

Congregational Vows 

Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting these parents in the 

Christian nurture of this child? 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

    

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Eric Horan

THE LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

Abide With Me 
Words by Henry Lyte | Music by Justin Smith | Justin Smith Music ©2007 

 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers, fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, abide with me. 
 
Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile; 
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee, 
On to the close Lord, abide with me. 
 
I need Thy presence, every passing hour. 
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless 
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness 
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory? 
I triumph still, abide with me. 
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SCRIPTURE READING |  Isaiah 61:10-62:5 | Britton Church

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
    my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
    to sprout up before all the nations.

1For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
    and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
    and her salvation as a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your righteousness,
    and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
    that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
    and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
    and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
    and your land shall be married.
5For as a young man marries a young woman,
    so shall your sons marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
    so shall your God rejoice over you.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Robbie Mills | Adoration: Sprouts of Praise

SERMON NOTES
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OFFERTORY  | Joyfully giving His tithes and our offerings in response to His grace

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  |  The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. While 
we are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under your table, we 
nonetheless come, gracious Lord, because we have been bought with a 
price. So we give thanks for our savior and shepherd Jesus Christ, who by 
his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE

Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS 
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. 
We invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Jesus, I Come 
Words by William True Sleeper | Music by Greg Thompson | Greg Thompson Music ©2000 

 
Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come. 
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of my sickness into Thy health, 
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm, 
Out of life's storms and into Thy calm, 
Out of distress into jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 
Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward forever on wings like a dove, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the joy and light of Thy home, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of the depths of ruin untold, 
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold, 
Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 14
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promise

This is My Father’s World   
Words by Maltbie Davenport Babcock | Music by Franklin Lawrence Sheppard | Public Domain  

  
This is my Father's world,   
And to my list'ning ears,    
All nature sings, and round me rings,   
The music of the spheres.    
  
This is my Father's world:   
I rest me in the thought    
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;   
His hand the wonders wrought.      
  
This is my Father's world:   
He shines in all that's fair;    
In the rustling grass I hear him pass,   
He speaks to me everywhere.    
  
This is my Father's world,   
O let me ne'er forget,    
That though the wrong seems oft so strong,   
God is the ruler yet.    
  
This is my Father's world:   
The battle is not done;    
Jesus who died shall be satisfied,   
And earth and heav'n be one. 
 



GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.   

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Ephesians 3:16-19

...that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder Election
The election for elders will be held this Sunday, May 5th, directly following the service.

Promotion Sunday
Sunday June 2nd is Promotion Sunday! We will celebrate all that the children of Mercy have 

learned and the ways that the Holy Spirit has worked in them this year, as well as look forward for 

what is to come as they grow into the next grade/Sunday school class. 

Children's Ministry
Toddler Sunday School and Children's Church meet every Sunday. Elementary Sunday School 

(3rd - 5th grade) meets from 9-10am on 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings in Room 207. We still need 

weekly volunteers in both the nursery and toddler rooms. If you are interested in getting your 

family plugged in to the children’s ministry at Mercy or if you have a teen or pre-teen interested 

in helping, contact Emily Freeman (emily@mercydallas.com)! The next Elementary Sunday 

School is May 12th.

Youth Ministry
Youth Group meets 2nd and 4th Sundays at alternating homes. Our next meeting is Sunday, May 

12th. Questions? Email youth@mercydallas.com!



CALENDAR

Sunday, May 5
10 - 11:30am
Worship Service | Chapel 
Immediately following the service
Congregational Meeting for the Election of Elders | Chapel

Tuesday, May 7
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 

Sunday, May 12
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | TBD

Sunday, May 19
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | TBD

Sunday, June 2
Promotion Sunday
10 - 11:30am
Worship Service | Chapel
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AND GIVING

Giving

If you have questions about giving, expenses or budget at Mercy, or would like more information, 
contact Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallascom). 

If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can:

• Mail a check to: Mercy Presbyterian Church, 6930 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary.

• Give by scanning the QR code:

2023/2024 Budget       
               
July 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024 Expenses
        
July 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024 Giving 
            
Variance 

$655,000

$436,941

$419,548
                            
($17,393)

   

20

MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Sevee Alaniz

INTERIM SESSION

Rev. Doug Tharp
Senior Pastor | Mercy Presbyterian Church

Rev. David Rogers
Senior Pastor | Town North Presbyterian Church

Rev. Robbie Mills
Associate Director | Mission to the World Western Hub

Eric Horan
Ruling Elder | Park Cities Presbyterian Church

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


