
 APRIL 14, 2024



Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities 
are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers. A 
Mother's Room (the Blumen Room) is available during the service if you need a space to feed 
or calm a little one. The Blumen Room is a private space set with comfortable chairs and a 
changing station to the north of the sanctuary, and down the hall to the right. 

Connection Points

If you are a visitor, regular attender or member, we would love the chance to connect with 
you outside of Sunday mornings! Use the QR code below to receive more information about 
community groups and other ministries, as well as to communicate changes to your personal 
information. 

Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. The Weekly Update is our 
email newsletter and the primary way we communicate announcements, information about 
church life, and details about upcoming events. Your Prayer Requests matter to us! If there is 
any way that we can pray for you, we would love the opportunity to join you in lifting your needs 
before the Lord.  Use the QR code below or email church@mercydallas.com to connect with us!
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
April 14, 2024         

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 111:1-4, 7-10

Praise the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
    in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the works of the Lord,
    studied by all who delight in them.

Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
    and his righteousness endures forever.
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
    the Lord is gracious and merciful.

The works of his hands are faithful and just;
    all his precepts are trustworthy;
they are established forever and ever,
    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.

He sent redemption to his people;
    he has commanded his covenant forever.
    Holy and awesome is his name!
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
    all those who practice it have a good understanding.
    His praise endures forever!
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Jesus, Everlasting King  
Words by Isaac Watts & Matthew S. Smith | Music by Matthew S. Smith | detuned radio music©2003  

  

Jesus, everlasting King,   
Accept the tribute which we bring   
Accept the well-deserved renown   
And wear our praises as Your crown.  
  
O send Your Spirit to impart   
Rest and repentance to our hearts,   
Like the dear hour when from above   
We first received Your pledge of love.   
  
Jesus, everlasting King,   
Accept the tribute which we bring   
Accept the well-deserved renown   
And wear our praises as Your crown.  
  
The gladness of redemption’s day,   
Our hearts would wish it long to stay,   
Nor let our faith forsake its hold,   
Nor comforts sink, or love grow cold.   
  
Jesus, everlasting King,   
Accept the tribute which we bring   
Accept the well-deserved renown   
And wear our praises as Your crown.  
  
May every time of worship see   
Your grace revealed more rich and free,   
Till we are raised to sing Your name   
At the great supper of the Lamb.   
  
Jesus, everlasting King,   
Accept the tribute which we bring   
Accept the well-deserved renown   
And wear our praises as Your crown.  
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DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

SILENT CONFESSION 

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

based on Psalms 6

O LORD, rebuke us not in your anger, nor discipline us in your wrath.  Be 
gracious, O LORD, for we are languishing; heal us, for our bodies are weak.  
Our souls are greatly troubled. Turn, O LORD, and deliver us!  Forgive 
the sins of our hearts! Save us for the sake of your steadfast love. Make 
us into people of praise. We are weary.  We are those who know sorrow 
and weeping. Thank you for hearing our pleas for mercy.  Thank you for 
accepting our prayers. We rejoice that you have set your love upon us in 
Christ Jesus!  Your Spirit sustains us in steadfast grace. Renew our hearts, 
souls, minds, and bodies to sing your praises!  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Hosea 11:8-9

How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How 
can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart 
recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. I will not execute 
my burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a 
man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

The Christian’s Hope Can Never Fail
Anonymous from The Gadsby Hymnal, 1838 | Music by Benj Pocta | Red Mountain Music ©2006

We travel through a barren land,
With dangers thick on every hand;
But Jesus guides us through the vale;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

Huge sorrows meet us as we go,
And devils aim to overthrow;
But vile infernals can’t prevail;
O, The Christian’s hope shall never fail.

Sometimes we’re tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then His care;
Though numerous foes our souls assail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

We trust upon the sacred word,
The oath and promise of the Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.
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CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

    

Westminster Confession of Faith | Chapter 17.1 & 2 | The Perseverance of the Saints

Those whom God has accepted in his Son and has effectually called and 
sanctified by his Spirit can never completely or finally fall out of their state 
of grace. Rather, they shall definitely continue in that state to the end and 
are eternally saved.

This endurance of the saints does not depend on their own free will but 
on God’s unchangeable decree of election, flowing from his voluntary, 
unchangeable love. It also depends on the effectiveness of the merit and 
intercession of Jesus Christ, on the indwelling Spirit and indwelling seed 
of God in the saints, and on the nature of the covenant of grace. All these 
establish the certainty and infallibility of their preservation. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Clark Morgan

THE LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

The Power of the Cross 
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend | Thankyou Music ©2005

Oh, to see the dawn, of the darkest day: 
Christ on the road to Calvary. 
Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then 
Nailed to a cross of wood. 
	
This, the power of the cross:
Christ became sin for us,
Took the blame, bore the wrath:
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain, written on Your face, 
Bearing the awesome weight of sin. 
Ev’ry bitter thought, ev’ry evil deed 
Crowning Your bloodstained brow. 

Now the daylight flees; now the ground beneath 
Quakes as its Maker bows His head. 
Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life; 
“Finished!” The vict’ry cry. 

Oh to see my name written in the wounds, 
For through Your suffering I am free. 
Death is crushed to death; life is mine to live, 
Won through Your selfless love. 

This, the power of the cross:
Son of God, slain for us.
What a love! What a cost!
We stand forgiven at the cross.
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CHILDREN'S SERMON 

CHILDREN DISMISSED TO CHILDREN'S CHURCH 

SCRIPTURE READING | Galatians 6:11-18 | Stephen Coy

See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12It is 

those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you 

to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for 

the cross of Christ. 13For even those who are circumcised do not themselves 

keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast 

in your flesh. 14But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. 15For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, 

but a new creation. 16And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy 

be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 17From now on let no one cause 

me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 18The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp  | Closing Remarks for Gospel People

SERMON NOTES

1. A Watchful Warning
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2. A Braggadocios Belief
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3. Parting Plea
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OFFERTORY  | Joyfully giving His tithes and our offerings in response to His grace

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  |  The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. While 
we are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under your table, we 
nonetheless come, gracious Lord, because we have been bought with a 
price. So we give thanks for our savior and shepherd Jesus Christ, who by 
his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE

Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS 
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. 
We invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Jesus, With Thy Church Abide 
Words by Thomas Benson Pollock | Music by Christoper Miner | Christopher Miner ©1997 

 
Jesus, with thy church abide; 
Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide, 
While on earth her faith is tried: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
 
Keep her life and doctrine pure; 
Grant her patience to endure, 
Trusting in thy promise sure: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
 
May she one in doctrine be, 
One in truth and charity, 
Winning all to faith in thee: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
 
May she guide the poor and blind, 
Seek the lost until she find, 
And the broken-hearted bind: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
 
Judge her not for work undone, 
Judge her not for fields unwon, 
Bless her work in thee begun: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
 
Save her love from growing cold, 
Make her watchmen strong and bold, 
Fence her round, thy peaceful fold: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
 
May her lamp of truth be bright, 
Bid her bear aloft its light 
Through the realms of heathen night: 
We beseech thee, hear us. 
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Arm her soldiers with the cross, 
brave to suffer toil or loss, 
counting earthly gain but dross: 
we beseech thee, hear us. 
 
May she holy triumphs win, 
overthrow the hosts of sin, 
gather all the nations in: 
we beseech thee, hear us. 

SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promise

‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Words by Louisa Stead | Music by William Kirkpatrick | Public Domain

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His word;
Just to rest upon His promise, just to know “Thus saith the Lord!”
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more!

O how sweet to trust in Jesus, just to trust His cleansing blood;
Just in simple faith to plunge me, ’neath the healing, cleansing flood!
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more!

Yes ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking life and rest, and joy and peace.
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more!

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee, precious Jesus, Savior, friend;
And I know that Thou art with me, wilt be with me to the end.
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust Him more!



GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.   

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every good work and word.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder Election
Important dates relating to the election of elders can be found on the calendar on the next 

page. An RSVP link was sent out earlier this week for those interested in attending the town hall 

meeting on the evening of Wednesday, April 17th at Town North Presbyterian Church. Candidate 

bios can be found on our website, or linked in the weekly email. Pastor Doug and the provisional 

session are happy to answer any questions you have regarding the process. If you missed 

the emails, or are not on the list to receive them and would like to be added, contact Jessica 

(jessica@mercydallas.com). 

Children's Ministry
Toddler Sunday School and Children's Church meet every Sunday. Elementary Sunday School 

(3rd - 5th grade) meets from 9-10am on 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings in Room 207. We still need 

weekly volunteers in both the nursery and toddler rooms. If you are interested in getting your 

family plugged in to the children’s ministry at Mercy or if you have a teen or pre-teen interested 

in helping, contact Emily Freeman (emily@mercydallas.com)! The next Elementary Sunday 

School is April 14th.

Youth Ministry
Youth Group meets 2nd and 4th Sundays at alternating homes. Our next meeting is Sunday, April 

14th at the Thomason's home (13349 Meadowside Dr.) Questions? Email youth@mercydallas.com!

Women's Ministry
Women's Bible Study meets on Tuesday mornings at the home of Joanna Dawson from 9:30-

11am. The Wednesday evening study meets at Katherine Walter's home from 7-8:30pm. This study 

meets through the end of this month. Contact Joanna (women@mercydallas.com) with questions 

or for more information.

Men's Ministry
Mercy Men are studying Romans 1-7, through the end of April. For more information, contact 

Doug (doug@mercydallas.com).



CALENDAR

Sunday, April 14
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207
10 - 11:30am
Worship Service | Chapel 
Immediately following the service
Elder Candidate Panel | Chapel
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Thomason's Home 

Tuesday, April 16
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30 - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, April 17
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home
7 - 8pm
Town Hall Meeting with Provisional Session | Town North Presbyterian

Tuesday, April 23
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, April 24
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Sunday, April 28
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207 
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Morgan's Home 

18



Tuesday, April 30
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, May 1
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Sunday, May 5
10 - 11:30am
Worship Service | Chapel 
Immediately following the service
Congregational Meeting for the Election of Elders | Chapel
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AND GIVING

Giving

If you have questions about giving, expenses or budget at Mercy, or would like more information, 
contact Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallascom). 

If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can:

• Mail a check to: Mercy Presbyterian Church, 6930 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary.

• Give by scanning the QR code:

2023/2024 Budget       
               
July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 Expenses
        
July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 Giving 
            
Variance 

$655,000

$386, 261

$376, 809
                            

($9,452)
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Sevee Alaniz

INTERIM SESSION

Rev. Doug Tharp
Senior Pastor | Mercy Presbyterian Church

Rev. David Rogers
Senior Pastor | Town North Presbyterian Church

Rev. Robbie Mills
Associate Director | Mission to the World Western Hub

Eric Horan
Ruling Elder | Park Cities Presbyterian Church

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


